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2nd Friday 9 am Marden Communion - Traditional 

     

4th Epiphany 8 am Bishops Cannings Communion - Traditional 

 Proper 9  Urchfont Communion - Modern 

  10 am All Cannings Communion - Modern 

   Bishop’s Cannings Informal Service 

   Urchfont 1st Sunday at Ten 

  6 pm Stert Evensong - Traditional 

     

7th Wednesday 10 am Urchfont Communion - Modern 

     

9th Friday 9 am Marden Communion - Traditional 

     

11th Baptism 8 am Bishops Cannings Communion - Traditional 

 of Christ  Urchfont Communion - Traditional 

  8.45 am 
All Cannings 
School `Breakfast Service` 

  10 am Bishops Cannings Communion - Modern 

   Marden Communion - Modern 

  10.30 am Urchfont Communion - Modern 

  6 pm All Cannings Evensong - Traditional 

   Chirton Evensong - Traditional 

     

16th Friday 9 am Marden Communion - Traditional 

     

18th Epiphany 2 8 am Bishops Cannings Communion - Traditional 

   Chirton Communion - Traditional 

  9.30 am Stert Communion - Traditional 

  10 am All Cannings Communion - Informal 

   Bishops Cannings Communion - Modern 

   Urchfont Sunday Half Hour 

      Wilsford Communion - Modern 

  6 pm Urchfont Evensong - Traditional 

     
23rd Friday 9 am Marden Communion -Traditional 

     

25th Conversion 8 am Bishops Cannings Communion - Traditional 

 of St. Paul  Urchfont Communion - Traditional 

  10 am Bishops Cannings Communion - Modern 

   Etchilhampton Communion - Informal 

  10.30 am Urchfont Communion - Modern 

    4 pm Marden 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 

  6 pm All Cannings `Songs of Praise` 
       



course – 1st January is a day just like any other, and `New Year` 
used to be 25th March (if you don’t believe me, look it up) – but it 
does occur, in the northern hemisphere at least, when the days 
are starting to get longer and we start looking forward to spring 
and summer (and packing `Christmas` away, though as I write I 
haven’t even got it down from the loft…).  So, may 2015 be a 
good year for you and yours. 
 
For the churches of the Cannings & Redhorn Team it will be (yet another) year of change, 
certainly in terms of personnel.  Robert Bailey officially retires on 30th January, and we will 
immediately be advertising for a new `House for Duty` priest to replace him.  Unlike 
Robert, who will continue to live in Wedhampton and still be seen around from time to 
time as a retired priest (like Liz Bailey, Michael Flight and George Royle), his replacement 
will presumably live in the Vicarage at Bishops Cannings – the `house` that (s)he 
receives for the two days a week duty (plus Sundays) that (s)he will offer.  They are not 
paid for this.  Hopefully somebody will want to apply for the post! 
 
Elizabeth Lort-Phillips is also likely to be leaving us during this coming year, and moving 
to Wales.  All of which, coupled with the loss of Gillie Baker and Scott Hulland in 2014, 
means that there will only be me plus (hopefully) one other priest, my wife (a Licensed 
Lay Minister) and Sue Ascough at All Cannings who will be available on a regular basis to 
take services – that is on Sundays of course, but also for Weddings, Funerals and other 
weekday services.  We are lucky that we will have four retired clergy to call on, but their 
availability is understandably less – and less predictable !   
 
It is possible that we may also be able to call on one or two priests from the Devizes town 
parishes to help out from time to time, but recent conversations within the Devizes 
Deanery have revealed that all of the groups of country parishes around Devizes are 
suffering from reduced numbers of ministers in the same way, so the help that Devizes 
can give will be somewhat thinly spread… 
 
All of this simply mirrors what is happening in the Church of England at large (and the 
other Churches too), with less candidates having come forward over the years to replace 
those retiring (and most of them being older to start with, so having a shorter `shelf life`), 
all of which means that 40% of our clergy will retire in the next ten years – and those that 
are retired will, of course, get frailer and eventually die.  Without our retired clergy the 
Church of England would have had to face this situation years ago, but now it is 
becoming acute:  if we are to retain the `parish system` and our church services then 
many more things, and not just services, will have to be done by the `people in the pews`. 
 
To that end I appealed some months ago for volunteers for various types of `lay ministry`, 
not least for additional `Lay Pastoral Assistants` (we have six in the Team, currently, but 
they are fairly stretched and not evenly spread) and for a new category: `Lay Worship 
Leaders`.  I am happy to say that several people expressed interest, particularly in the 
latter category, and we now await the (brand new) diocesan training course for Lay 
Worship Leaders.  This will be available in the New Year and we will be running at least 
one in Devizes Deanery, involving ten two-hour sessions spread over five months.  An 
introductory `Taster Session` will be announced shortly, hopefully in January, so please 
watch the weekly `Grapevine` for details.  Further training for LPAs will hopefully follow 
later in the year.   
 



A big thank you to everyone in the parish who came along to 
support our Community Christmas Fayre on Saturday, 6th 
December.  The organising committee is proud to announce that 
the event raised the fantastic  total of £2,787.57  which means 
Bishops Cannings Youth Action Group (YAG), Bishops Cannings 
PCC, Bishops Cannings Pre-School and the Primary School will 
each receive a cheque for £696.89 
 

It was a wonderful morning. The church looked amazing - decorated with the 
beautiful trees made by the primary and pre-school pupils, Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides.  The Christmas Market was full of festive stalls, Santa’s Grotto looked 
magical and the Christmas Craft activities kept little ones busy.  The Bell Tower 
tours were very popular – the weather was perfect for a clear view at the top and our 
choir sang beautifully and created a very festive atmosphere inside the church and 
out.  Our Bishops Cannings Christmas Teddy zipped down the wire to the delight of 
an enthusiastic crowd.  Julie kept us all warm with her roaring fire, hot chocolate and 
chips in the Crown. Our Nordman Fir Christmas Trees sold well again thanks to our 
enthusiastic sales team. A delicious bacon roll cooked by the YAG team proved 
popular while in the queue to buy a tree or hand crafted reindeer or snowman. 
 
We would like to thank you all for coming.  We’ve had great fun meeting up over the 
past few months to plan the Fayre.  We would like to thank the Sheppard family in 
particular for their tremendous help and support once again. We will meet up in the 
New Year to review the event and welcome any comments you may have to help us 
plan for next time!   
 
Thank you all and we wish you a very Happy New Year. 
  
 
The Community Christmas Fayre Committee 
 



The November meeting which was chaired by 
Councillor Liz Sharpe, welcomed Wiltshire Cllr Philip 
Whitehead.  Adrian Gray was invited to bring councillors 
up to date with the letter he had circulated concerning 
updating the broadband facility. The online petition has 
170 signatures so far, well on the way to the 200 
required.  Sylvia Butcher showed councillors a layout 
for potential and updated new play equipment on The 
Green from a specialist company.  Cllr Whitehead 
suggested approaching the Lottery Fund for a major  
contribution  towards the high cost.  Litter has become a 
problem again by the  clatterbridge.   
 

A letter from the village hall chairman, 
Isabel Lane, for the generous funds 
awarded to them from the King's Arms 
concert.  Chairman said that the Bubble 
and Chat group has closed due to lack of a  
leader to help.  The pre-school will be 
running an on line auction at the end of 
January to help their funds.  A thank you 
letter was also read out from the head 
teacher, Richard Borman, for the £500 from 
the concert and the teachers will take their 
time to decide what one project to spend 
the money on.  First Responders were also 
appreciative of the £375 donation which will 
go towards the defibrillator for the village 
hall wall.  Councillors agreed to make 
donations of £50 each to Community First 
and Devizes and District Link 
schemes.  The only planning application 
was for a lapsed one for work to trees at 
Morlands, Drewetts Lane;  no objections.  
 
 
The precept for 2015/16 was discussed and 
with input from Cllr Whitehead, it was 
agreed it should be increased by 9.69% to 

cover the reduced grant from Wiltshire Council.  In AOB Mrs Butcher suggested that 
because the cherry trees on the old pond site are getting old, replacements need to 
be considered.   
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday, January 28th 2015 starting 
at 7.30pm. 



everyone will have taken down all of the Christmas 
decorations, the days will be getting longer again and 
most of us will have already reneged on our New Years 
resolutions!  
 

This past 6 months I have met many people and helped with a wide range of queries. 
Increasingly I have been linking people up with local social groups and activities and 
bringing people together to look at new ways of tackling isolation in our rural areas. 
 

The lunch clubs have been fantastic and I regularly link people up with these groups. I have 
included a couple of pictures from the Christmas meals at the Churchill and Green Dragon 
which were both well attended and enjoyed by all. Great food and great company across 
the board has meant that over the past few months we have had a regular attendance in 
excess of 100 individuals across the 6 lunch clubs I support, with many people attending 
more than one a month! Personally I have very much enjoyed my involvement in the two 
Lavington lunch clubs. Many thanks to Crystal, Helen, Isobel and Pauline for the smooth 
running of the others and thanks also to the Bell (Great Cheverell), Churchill Arms (West 
Lavington), Crown (Bishops Cannings), George and Dragon (Erlestoke), Green Dragon 
(Market Lavington) and the King’s Arms (All Cannings). 
 

Going forwards into the New Year I will be exploring new ways of bringing people together 
and I am keen to hear any thoughts or ideas that people may have for how to do this. I am 
already discussing coffee mornings, book swaps, skittles nights and much more so anyone 
keen to work with me on this please do get in touch! 
 

The Crown Pub Lunch Club, Bishops Cannings, Monday 5
th

 January at 12.30.  
You can be assured of a warm welcome and excellent food.  Please book in advance by 
ringing Crystal on 01380 860459. 
 
The Kings Arms Pub Lunch Club, All Cannings, Tuesday 13th January at 12.30. 
You can be assured of a warm welcome and excellent food.  Please book in advance by 
ringing Isabel on 01380 860231.   
   
Alex North, Good Neighbour Coordinator for Devizes villages.  
M: 07557 922027  
E: devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk 

mailto:devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk


From the registers 
 

Baptisms – we welcome into the Church: 
 
Emelia Wilson                     8th November 2014            Bishop’s Cannings 

Sebastian Spencer             16th November 2014          Bishop’s Cannings 

Lily Rowsell                         23rd November 2014          Bishop’s Cannings 

Lily Coombes                      30th November 2014          Bishop’s Cannings 

 St Mary the Virgin, Bishop’s Cannings  St Andrew’s, Etchilhampton

  
                
 

100 CLUB 
In Aid of Church Funds 

 
 

The All Saints’ Church 100 Club draw was held on 3rd December 2014  
The prize-winners were: 

 
1st: Greg Lock       2nd: Raul Margara   
3rd: Cyril Mullett      4th: Rosie Lock  

 
Congratulations to our winners 

 
Prizes of £100, £25, £10 and £5 are drawn every 3 months 

New members are welcome , Annual Subscription £20 
Please contact the 100 Club Promoter, Linda Hobden,  

Church Hatch, The Street, All Cannings.  Tel. 01380 860629  

Annual Subscription £15 
Prizes of £100 & £50 drawn every 

three months 
      

New members welcome  
Please contact Jill White 

on 01380 860401 

The December winners are… 

Diana Scott who receives first prize of £100  

and Pippa Gold who receives the second prize of £50 

All Saints’ Church, All Cannings 



50 minutes rang 

A QUARTER PEAL OF MIDDLESEX BOB TRIPLES 
(consisting of 1288 changes, composed by R. William Willans) 

The ringers were:- 
Julie Minch …………………………………………….. [Northleigh, Oxon] … 1. 
Neil Ephgrave ……………………………………………. [Freeland, Oxon] … 2. 

Allison T. Merryweather-Clarke …………….. [Northleigh, Oxon] … 3. 
Ruth Plumridge …………………………………………. [Lyneham, Wilts.] … 4. 
Jenny Hancock …………………………………………. [Melksham, Wilts] … 5. 
Julian J. Hemper ………………………………………….. [Devizes, Wilts.] … 6. 

Kevin Musty ……………………………. [Stratton St. Margaret, Wilts] … 7. 
Michael Probert …………………………………………. [Freeland, Oxon] … 8. 

(Conducted by Kevin Musty) 
 

1st Quarter Peal in the method for 2, 3 & 7 
1st Quarter Peal as conductor. 

Rung as a birthday compliment to Peter Minch, son of 1. 
This was the first of three quarter peals rung this day by the same ringers, 

the others being at Preshute and Marlborough. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On Monday 1 December 2014, eight members of 

THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS 
met at the Church of S. Mary the Virgin and in a time of 50 minutes rang 

A QUARTER PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE 
MAJOR 

(consisting of 1280 changes) 
The ringers were:- 

Laura Amour …………………………………….. [Melksham …. 1. 
Christine Purnell ……………………………… [Melksham] .… 2. 

Ruth Beavin ……………………………………[Seend] … 3. 
David Hacker ……………………………………. [Melksham] … 4. 
Lewis F. Cobb ……………………….. [Bishop’s Cannings] … 5. 
Robert Purnell ………………………………….. [Melksham] … 6. 
Julian J. Hemper .. …………………..[S. John’s, Devizes] … 7. 

Julian Ferrar ………………………………………. [Melksham] … 8. 
(Conducted by Julian Ferrar) 

 
1st Quarter of Surprise Major for 1.      1st Quarter in the method for 3. 

Rung to celebrate the birth of Eryn Maire Jenkins, daughter to Chris and Stacey, on 26 
November. 

Chris and Stacey were married in Marden Church in 2012. 
Welcoming also, Olivia Rose, great-granddaughter to Bob & Chris Purnell, on 27 

November.  



"Friends New Years Lunch". Sunday 11th January. 

The Friends of All Saints' are holding a three course lunch with wine in the village hall for 
the retired. 

It will be held in the Village Hall 12 noon for 12.30 start. The cost is £5 each and everyone is 
welcome to come, why not invite a friend to this social event. 

Tickets are available from All Cannings Community Store.  Please buy your tickets by 
Thursday 8th January to help the caterers. 

(Turkey is not on the menu!) 

theme was the Christmas Tree and the symbolism of Christmas 

decorations. They were assisted by some of the younger children 

in decorating the Christmas Tree with candy canes (shepherd's 

crooks), gingerbread hearts, star, angels, Wise Men and a 

Christmas pudding topped with a sprig of holly (representing the 

Crown of Thorns) 

Thank you to Elizabeth for providing the Continental-style 

breakfast and Gill for accompanying the songs. 

The next Family Breakfast Service is at 8:45am on January 11th in All Cannings 

School Hall. 

ALL CANNINGS VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

COFFEE MORNING 
SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2015, 10am - 12 noon 

 
"NEARLY-NEW" SALE 

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2015, (TIME TO BE ARRANGED) 
 

IN AID OF VILLAGE HALL IMPROVEMENT FUND 





attending.  There were four apologies for absence. 
The Branch Leader, Mrs Elizabeth Currie, opened the meeting and led a short service of 
prayer. Members were saddened to learn of the recent death of Mrs. Wendy Bone, who 
had been a welcome member over the last three years.   
 
From the prayer diary, particular focus was given to the women of Sri Lanka and the 
mission of the members of the Mothers’ Union in that country. Also included was the 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women held the previous day. 
 
There followed a small amount of Branch business in which Mrs Sheila Griffin, Branch 
Treasurer, reported that there was a sum of £180.53 in the bank.  It was proposed and 
agreed, that half be donated to the MU overseas fund.  £26 had been sent to help with the 
vaccination programme expenses in Uganda.  Members were reminded that the 2015 
membership subscription of £20 is now due. Mrs Currie reported that the 20 Scholar Packs 
put together at the October meeting, had been collected together with a donation for 
expenses.  The programme for next year is being arranged, and includes the Lady Day 
celebration on 25 March 2015, which will take the form of a Deanery Quiet Afternoon in All 
Cannings Church from 2 - 4 pm, followed by refreshments. 
 
The speaker for the afternoon was the Rev. Jennifer Haynes whose theme was “Christmas 
from Mary’s point of view”.  With the lead up to Christmas we were asked to think of things 
from a more realistic aspect rather than the commercialisation - what it means to us and 
how we can put Jesus back as a central focus?   Rev Jennifer closed her talk with prayers 
from a Salisbury Cathedral service. She was thanked by Mrs Currie. 
 
Refreshments were served and the meeting closed with the saying of the Grace together. 
 
There was no meeting in December. The next Branch Meeting will be the AGM on 
Wednesday 28th January 2015 in Bishop’s Cannings Village Hall at 2.15 pm. 

 

Christmas Tea Afternoon 

The Christmas Tea Afternoon was held in All 
Cannings Village Hall on the 3rd December.  It was really a great afternoon with an 
amazing atmosphere of people enjoying themselves and meeting up with their friends and 
neighbours.  Firstly the bargains had to be found amongst the large table of Bring & Buy 
items.  There was something for all ages, with lovely cakes, scones, jam and marmalade, 
Christmas Table Decorations, jewellery and for the children iced homemade biscuits 
hanging on a small Christmas Tree.  There was also a large Christmas Raffle in addition to 
the raffle for the large Hamper organised by Shirley Ball on behalf of All Saints Church. 
The Winner of the hamper was Gail Saye and the second and third prizes of M & S 
vouchers were won by Dan Williamson and Lance Croutear.  Whilst these raffles were 
being drawn many took the opportunity to sit and enjoy their cup of tea and mince pies. 

We wish to thank everyone who helped make the Christmas Tea Afternoon so successful 
and a special thanks to Shirley Ball who raised such a large amount for Church Funds 
which is so badly needed since the Chancel Roof needs repairs which could cost about 
£14,000. 



ALL SAINTS' CHURCH SMARTIE TUBE COLLECTION 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the harvest Smartie Tube collection.  

We raised a magnificent £700 for Church funds - a really great achievement. 

  Hopefully 2015 will be just as successful.  Thank you again for your generosity. 

Cannings  Market  Place 

 Buy, sell, wanted, gift it, lost or found? 

  
Aluminium Grow Bag Supports – 
Includes 2” deep watertight tray.  Upside 
down use as staging. 40” x 17” x 36”. (New 
£42.95 from Sheds & Greenhouses).  £15 
each. T: 01380 860349 
  
  

  
KOMP 250 Compost Bin  –  54cm x 54cm 
x 105cm.  Easy to assemble using rods.  
Easy access, opens any side.  Hinged lid.  
(New £83 from Gardening Delights).  £24 
each. T: 01380 860349. 
  
Spotted this? – So will others! 

  
Small ads: Free to Cannings and 
Etchilhampton residents Max 25 words. 
Deadline: 10th of the month.   Please email 
CanningsSmallAds@waysideplan.net 
Or by post to Cannings Small Ads, Wayside 

 
Stuff you don’t need? Freecycle it! 
uk.freecycle.org OR www.freegle.org.uk 
Stuff to refurbish? White goods to donate? 
Ring 01380 720722 
www.kfr.org.uk 

 

is looking for new members and 
 new ideas for children’s activities. 

 
To find out more and learn how 

 you could help, join us  
at the Crown Inn, Bishops Cannings 

 at  
7.30pm on Monday 13

th
 January 2015 

 
Or email us at yag@bishopscannings.net  

http://www.kfr.org.uk
mailto:yag@bishopscannings.net


The St Mary’s Church Friends Committee are looking for new 
members! If you are already involved in the church, live in the 
community or attend services and want to help support the future of 
St .Mary’s - then why not get involved? 
 
The Friends meet once a month and are instrumental in planning and 
organising many events that raise money for the church.  
 

In 2014 these included, a Mad Hatters Tea Party, participation in the Parish Summer 
Festival events, a tennis tournament and the Harvest Supper. We need new people to 
replace those who will be leaving this year, and we particularly want to invite the younger 
members of our community to join us.  
 
If you want to know more about joining and to be invited to our next 
meeting contact Caroline Cutting on 723338 or email Kate at the 
newsletter magazine@allcannings.org.uk who can make sure your details 
are passed on. 
 
Join us, bring all your ideas and lets make 2015 an even better year of 
fundraising! 

Enjoying this month’s Magazine? 
 
That’s great! The editorial team are trying to measure the readership and reach within the 
community, so we can make sure everyone knows about the publication and can grab 
themselves a copy. So as January can seem a little bleak after the festivities of December, 
we have a competition for you to enter! 

 
Test your knowledge by completing a quiz of this month’s Magazine! The 
first 3 readers to email Kate at Magazine@allcannings.org.uk will win a 

prize! Prizes of Champers and Chocolates (depending on your 
preference) are up for grabs! 

 
 

 
Q1: What date is the next `Breakfast Service`@ All Cannings School?  
 
Q2: What date did William tell us ’New Year’ was during the middle ages?  
 
Q3: How much did the Bishops Cannings Community Christmas Fayre raise? 
 
Q4: When is the next Parish Council Meeting? 
 
Q5: Who is the Good Neighbour Coordinator for Devizes villages? 
 
Q6: Who won first prize in the All Saints’ Church 100 Club draw ? 
 
Q7: How much did the All Saints’ Church Smartie Tube collection raise? 
 
Q8: What is the new email address for the Cannings & Redhorn Office?  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To contact the Cannings & Redhorn Team Admin Office please use details below: 

 
Diana Hitchcock - Old School House - Chirton  

01380 840998  
Open : Mon / Wed / Thurs 10 am to 2 pm  

e-mail: office@canred.plus.com 
 

To contact Rev William Lang  
01380 840672  

Email:William@Lang.net  
 

Entries for the Magazine should be sent directly to magazine@allcannings.org.uk  

Mobility Aids 
 

We have a wheelchair and a three wheeled walker for use 
within the Benefice.   

 
The idea is that these could be used by local organisations/clubs or 

Lunch (tickets to be brought in advance 
from All Cannings Shop) 

Sunday 11th 8:45am Family Breakfast Service, All Cannings 
School Hall. 

Monday 17th 7:30pm Bishops Cannings Youth Action Group, 
The Crown Inn, Bishops Cannings 

Tuesday 20th TBC Tuesday Club, Bishops Cannings  
Parish Hall 

Wednesday 28th 7:30pm Parish Council Meeting 

  

FLOODLIGHTING ST MARY'S. BISHOP'S CANNINGS for JANUARY  
 

In loving memory of Geoffrey Yates who was killed in action on 27th June 1944 on 
the anniversary of WW2. 

  
To celebrate George’s 22nd birthday and Archie’s 18th birthday both this 

month. 
  

      The Bearman family remembering with love Jo and Boysie 
  

In loving memory of all the Yates family who served in all three services in  
         the second world war on the anniversary of that war 

 
From Shirley Jones and Family in memory of Alan— week of 13th January 
For more information on floodlighting please contact Jenny Combe 


